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Stamps, Money, Pop Culture, and
Marianne Moore

Elizabeth Gregory

This essay began as an occasional piece, piqued by the appear-
ance in 1990 of the Marianne Moore twenty-five cents postage
stamp (figure 1). The use of the images of literary figures for
postal purposes (begun in 1940, with thirty-seven issued to

date) is intriguing in itself. And Moore’s
appearance in the series particularly in-
trigued me because it employs as sign of
the authority of the government the im-
age of a woman who spent her life ques-
tioning just such established authority. In
achieving stamp status, Moore, whose
work tirelessly explores issues of cultural
authority and the cultural currency by
which it circulates, has herself become an
image of authority. with a currency of her
own.

Over her sixty-year career, Marianne
Moore published twelve books and re-
ceived many prizes. Her early work, how-
ever, though highly regarded by her

Marianne Moore

American Poet 1887-1972

Figure 1, “Marianne Moore:
American Poet, 1887-1972" © LS.
Postal  Service. Used  with

permussion of the US Postal Service.

peers, was little read, principally because it actively impeded
reading by any but the most dedicated followers of Art, willing
to struggle with a poem in full awareness that they might never
arrive at a clear sense of its meaning. Her later poetry was, on
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